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at Belgrade. A broad-minded and intelligent Magyar, with
French and English sympathies, whose horizon had been
further enlarged in subordinate diplomatic positions in
Tokio, St. Petersburg, Constantinople and elsewhere,
Szilassy gives the impression in his Fall of the Danubian
Monarchy M that the appointment of Count Berchtold as
Austrian Foreign Minister was a colossal blunder—it gave
minor officials in the Foreign Office, and militarists in the
General Staff, the chance to seize upon the Archduke's as-
sassination as the pretext for the "inevitable" war with
Serbia. Baron Giesl, the Austrian Minister at Belgrade in
1914 and formerly at Cettinje, was well acquainted with
the Turkish and Slavic languages; his Memoirs throw inter-
esting light on Balkan conditions before the War and add
some details concerning the final diplomatic rupture be-
tween Austria and Serbia.34a
The most valuable to the historian of all the Austro-
Hungarian memoirs is the-voluminous work of the Austrian
Chief of Staff, Baron Conrad von Hotzendorf.85 It consists
in large part of an undigested mass of important documents
of all sorts, copies of which he evidently took from the
official files and published in chronological order, with a
commentary of his own. It also includes conversations in
dialogue form which appear to be taken from a diary kept
from day to day. With extraordinary frankness, he re-
counts the repeated efforts he made to have Austria make
war on Italy or Serbia on what he regarded as numerous
favorable occasions between 1906 and 1914. In July,41914,
it was probably he, more than anyone else, who galvanized
the incompetent and hesitating Berchtold into an active
advocate of war against Serbia. Conrad is the best—that
34	Baron von Szilassy, Der Untergang dcr Donaumonarchie:   Diplo-
matische Erinnerungen, Berlin, 1921.
s*a Baron Wladimir Giesl, Zwi Jahrzehnte im nahen Orient, Berlin*
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